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Anthony Anselmi &

Christopher Miller
Master Sommeliers

(and friends)
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Chris Miller, MS

Owner / Winemaker Seabold Cellars

- Seabold Cellars

- BOLD Wine Co.

- adroît

Partner Eden Rift Vineyards

- Eden Rift Vineyards

- Valliant
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Anthony Anselmi, MS

Director of Global Wholesale & Owner of Occam's Wine Co

Lumen Wines (Santa Maria)

Mail Road Wines (Santa Rita Hills)

Rose & Arrow / Atomic3 (Willamette Valley)

Vice Versa (Napa Valley)

Villa Creek / MAHA Estate (Paso Robles)



Letôs recap wine

from yesterday
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Welcome Dinner 

Producer: Cruse Wine

Vintage: 2022

Name: St. Laurent Ricchi Petillant naturel

Varieties: St. Laurent

Appellation: Carneros

Alc : 11.0
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Welcome Dinner 

Producer: Cadre Wines

Vintage: 2022

Name: Gr¿ner Veltliner ñBand of Stonesò

Varieties : Grüner Veltliner 

Appellation : San Luis Obispo Coast

Alc : 14.2
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Welcome Dinner 

Producer : Wayfarer

Vintage : 2022

Name: Chardonnay Wayfarer Vineyard 

Varieties : Chardonnay

Appellation : Fort Ross - Seaview

Alc : 14.4
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Welcome Dinner 

Producer : Lucy

Vintage : 2023

Name: Gamay Noir

Varieties : Gamay Noir

Appellation : Monterey

Alc : 13.5
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Welcome Dinner 

Producer : Arnot Roberts

Vintage : 2017

Name: Ribolla Gialla Vare Vineyard

Varieties : Ribolla Gialla

Appellation : Napa Valley

Alc : 12.0
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Welcome Dinner 

Producer : Fait Main

Vintage : 2021

Name: Cabernet Sauvignon Missouri Hopper

Varieties : Cabernet Sauvignon 

Appellation : Napa Valley

Alc : ???
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Welcome Dinner

Producer : Sandler Wine Co

Vintage : 2020

Name: Pinot Noir Cuvée Marcy

Varieties : Pinot Noir

Appellation : Russian River Valley

Alc : 14.5
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Welcome Dinner 

Producer : Merryvale Vineyards

Vintage : NV

Name: Antigua Dessert Wine

Varieties : Muscat de Frontignan

Appellation : California

Alc : 19.5
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California and the 

Mediterranean 

Climateé sort of
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Water Temperature 

mid -winter

52.5 F 

(10.8 Celsius)

Water Temperature 

mid -summer

52.5 F 

(11.4 Celsius)



18



19



20

3/2/25, 12:31 PMLos Angeles, California to Truckee, California 96161 -  Google Maps

Page 1 of  1ht tps: //www.google.com/maps/dir/Los+Angeles,+California/San+Fraé327962!3e0?entry=t tu&g _ep=EgoyMDI1MDIyNi4xIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D

Map data ©2025 Google, INEGI 50 mi 

Drive 611 miles, 9 hr 50 minLos Angeles, California to Truckee,
California 96161
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Climate Influences: The California Current

ÅIt flows just off the Pacific coast from 
British Columbia down to the Baja 
California Peninsula in Mexico

ÅWhen surface temperatures are warmer, 
moist air is pushed by west winds over 
the California Current

ÅThe temperature differential causes 
condensation, bringing clouds, fog and 
cooler air to coastal regions 
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How Warm Inland 
Regions Create 
Coastal Marine 
Influence
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Photo by Sonoma County Vintners



26

Californiaé Quick Facts

More than 81% of all US 
wine is made in California

The state is the worlds 4th

largest producer of wine
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18th Century: The Mission Era

Å 1769-1826: With the establishment of Catholic missions, 

Franciscan monks founded 26 missions and forts along the 

California coast between San Diego and Sonoma

Å 1769: For religious purposes, the first vineyard was planted at 

the Mission San Diego

Å 1775: Californiaôs oldest surviving vineyard established at 

Mission San Gabriel

Å The first non-native vines were Listán Prieto, also known as 

Palomino Negro, brought to the New World from the Canary 

Islands

Å Over time the grape was planted at each new mission and 

became known simply as the ñMissionò grape

Map of Californiaôs Catholic missions 
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Gold Rush & 

Expansion
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Gold Rush & Expansion

Å Initially, wine production was centered in Southern 

California

Å Vinifera grapes introduced to Southern California in 

1830s

Å In 1848, gold discovered at Sutterôs Mill in the 

Sierra Foothills 

Å Hundreds of thousands come from around the 

world to seek their fortune

Å San Franciscoôs population increases to 25,000 in 

one year

SAN FRANCISCO, 1849
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Late 19th Century

Å 1880s: California wines were winning awards at 

international competitions. The Cresta Blanca 

Sauvignon Blanc won the Grand Prix at the Paris 

International Exposition in 1889.

Å 1892: Just as California wines were starting to make 

their mark on the international stage, phylloxera was 

discovered in a Napa vineyard.

Å George Husmann, a viticulturist from Missouri, who 

would eventually move to the Napa Valley, discovered 

that grafting Vitis vinifera vines onto native American 

rootstock would prevent phylloxera from killing vines.

George Husmann
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Prohibition and its Aftermath

Å 1909: 16th amendment passed, establishing a federal income 

tax. Alcohol tax as an important source of federal government 

revenue vanished

Å 1919: Volstead Act (18th amendment) made production, sale and 

transportation of alcoholic beverages illegal

Å Some loopholes in the law enabled a few wineries to survive 

ð wine could be made for sacramental and medicinal 

purposes

Å 1933: Repeal of Prohibition; the California wine industry was in 

ruins with many of the best winemakers gone. 

Å After repeal, sweet fortified and jug wines were the most popular 

wines

After the passing of the Volstead Act, all 
merchants were required to dump all 

inventory of alcoholic beverages  
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André Tchelistcheff : 1901-1994

Å Russian winemaker trained in France

Å 1938: Hired as winemaker by Georges de Latour, 

owner of Beaulieu Vineyard in Napa Valley

Å Tchelistcheff introduces the Georges de Latour 

Private Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon, a new 

benchmark in quality for American wine

Å Introduces new standards of hygiene, methodology 

and techniques to California winemaking
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1960s: Rebirth of the California Wine 
Industry

Å 1965: After a falling out with his brother Peter, Robert Mondavi 

left the Charles Krug Winery in Napa Valley to strike out on his 

own

Å 1966: Robert Mondavi Winery in Oakville was the first new 

winery built in the Napa Valley since the 1930s. 

Å 1967: After 30 years of post-Prohibition wine trends, dry wines 

finally overtook sweet wines in domestic consumption and 

sales

Robert Mondavi
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1976: The Judgement of Paris Tasting

Å 1976: British wine merchant Steven Spurrier set up a tasting in Paris to 

celebrate the 200th birthday of the USA

Å The tasting was held in a double-blind format (where no information about a 

wineôs grape variety, region, or year was provided) featuring top wines from 

California and France

Å A panel of French judges chose the 1973 Chateau Montelena Chardonnay 

and the 1973 Stagôs Leap Wine Cellars S.L.V. Cabernet Sauvignon as the 

top wines over white Burgundies and classified growth Bordeaux

Å The results sent a shock wave through the international wine community. 

With the tastingôs results, there was a rush to buy land, plant vineyards, and 

open wineries throughout California

Å 1980: The number of wineries in the state had finally risen to the level of the 

1880s

The 1976 Judgement of Paris Tasting
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California in Broad Strokes

California is best broken up into six major regions:

ÅFar North : Areas north and east of Eureka

ÅNorth Coast : From Mendocino to Napa

ÅCentral Coast : San Francisco to Santa Barbara

Å Inland Valleys : Roughly Chico to Bakersfield

ÅSierra Foothills : The foothills of the Sierra Nevada 

Mountain range, east of the Inland Valleys

ÅSouthern California : Malibu to San Diego
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Vineyard Acreage by County
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North Coast




